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i, ©On 15 June 1953, air force persommel with baggage and weapons were loaded into
50 gonverted boxcars at Neuruppin railroad statione No other equipment was
o‘b?erthzgi-g ".I°hei enpty tr;ain'returned to Neuruppin on 17 -Juge.* o 1y -oeuib
u.‘v : [f . oo .v v % - i [ - o N '?ii o
2, Duting the'nighta-of 13, 14 &H3 15 July, fraop about 9 pems to 3 a.m., Fiving with

3e

J/28

5¢

6.

tracer amrmanition wasxpracticed at slesve targets towed by jet fighters cver
Neuruppin airfield. Firing ‘oh tow targdts was again practiced on 21 July between
10 pars and 31 p.m. However, an accident occurred on this night and resulied in
the -praciices  beihg immediately discentimued:| | 25x1
|—i]hhe towing aircraft wee hit by tracer ammumition being used. In th=
tow target practidé. Immediately afterithe slreraft was hit a ball of fleme-
emergad fwom 1t the engine stopped and the jet crushed. The location of iha,
erash was probably south of Neurupbin lake | |25x4 Ci ey
4l Ea *,; € %A- EE T S : - - - - 11 \g - ii 1oy .
During “tie peridd 12 - I8 July, aimost. every might bgtween 9:30 gom. and 2:30 aomc,
firing at towed sleeve targets was practiced with tfie sleeve being iliuminated by
gsearchiights, The attacking plane would bank and, when at a distance of about 20C
meters from the target would fire e burst, The attacker would then repspt this
tactic from the other side of the target. After %wo attacks, the aircraft landed
and another swept-back jet fighter approached the sleeve target.

In the late afterncon and evening hours on 21 July, parachute Jumps were made over
the field, _ sz

On 13 and 15 July from 10 pom. until after midnight, firing with tracer ammunition
was prac-iced at towed sleeve targets while the deeve was illuminated by the
searchlighbs.

The following air activity and aircraft were observed at the field between 13 July
and 1 dugust:

13 _July. Between 11 aom. and 4 pem., individual flirhts were made by MiG-15 or
U.MiCG-15s8, Betwsen 5 p.m. and about 8 p.m., biplanes and single-engine aircraft were
observed aloft. Firing at towed sleecve targets in the beams of searchlights was
practiced by swept-bgﬁ% igt fighters between 9 p.r. and about 2 a.m. ' ;
14 July, The engine n®Lse’ of swept~back Jet fighters was repeatedly heard above the
slosed ceiling. S e e
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42 S0ve Thers was air activity by MiG-15 or U-MiC~}58 between 8 a.m.

and i p-m. In the afternocn, there wes a closed ceiling and flying by Fo-2s
and single-engine sircraft. _ )

36 July, During the morning and afternoon, individual flights were made by
MiG=15 or U-MiG-15s and Po-2s. ’ .

AZ.July, During the morning, there was air. activity by Fo=28 and single=
engine aircraft, In the afternoon, the sky was 6/1C overcast and flying vas
practiced by swept~back jet fighters. ‘

18 July, MiG-1%s were repeatedly observed over Neurupping

49 July. Twenty-two MiGe15 or U-}iC-158, a few single-engine and twim-angine
planes were observed at the field. :

L July, Betwesen 11 a.m, and 2 p.m., there was air activity by MiG-15 and U.NiG-15s,
After 8 pomo, firing at towed sleeve targets was practiced, There was a 6/10
overcast at an altitude of 80C to 90C meters, ‘

' 22 Jvdy, Individual flights were made by Pow2s, single-engine and twin-engine

aircraf® during the morning. Flights by swept-back jJet fighters were made in the
afterncon. i
<23 July. Flying was practiced by Poe2s during the morming and by MiG-35s with
auxiliery fuel tanks during the afternoon. There was a 9/10 to 1O/L0 overcast
et an sltitude of 700 to 8CC meters, ‘ : :

24 July, Po=2s and swept-back jet fighters were observed aloft during the
morning. After 8 po.m,, MiG-158 practiced firing at a sleeve target which was
belng towed by & twin-engine plane,

25 July, There was air activity by MiG-158 between 11 s.m. and 1 Polio

£9.7uly: At 11 a.mo, the alert flight consisted of four MiG-1%s which were _
equilpped with auxtliary fuel tanks, | | The 25X1
fleld was further sceupled by 18 MiG=I5 or UMiG-358, 1 twin-engine aircraft,
end 3 single-engine aircraft. ' .

28 July, During the morning, formation figing by MiG-15s was repsatediy
observed. After 8 pom,, firing with tracer ammunition was practiced at towed
sleove targots in the beams of searchiights, .

29 July, Firing at towed sleeve targets was practiced during the day and at
wlght.

Q_QM% Firing practices at towed sleeve targets were again held. The sky

vas 7/10 overcast, ,

i Suly, Throughout the dey, firing exercises at towed sleeve tergets were held.
During the morning, thers was light local flying by Pe-2s, Firing st sleeve
targets was still golng on at midoight. '

&_Aupvst. E@§al individual flights ware made by swept-back jet fighters during

the morning.

On 25 July, the radio installation located northeast of the runway had beea
renoved, The beacon lights along the approach lane extended as far as the radic
installation at the timber yard. Two additional spotlights werc erected there,
On 1 August, 3 prima movers, 3 traiiers on blocks, and 3 fuel containers, each
about 4 meters long and 1.5 meters. inm diemeter, dso om blocks were observed neer
and between the shrapnelproof airerafi revetirents in the northeastern section
of the field,

The fellowing observations werc made at the field between 20 and 2% July:

2Q July, High-altitude flights were made by swepteback jet fighters which flew
individually and im flights of threes. Throughout the day, attacks at a Pe=2 were
made at a high altitude by MiGe15s which fiew individually and in elements of
tuos above the target and attacked from the right rear,at am angle of 40 to 50 .
degrees to the direction of fiight of the towing plane aud an angle of alope

of 30 to 40 degrees. Subsequently, the attacking plane zvomed to the left, thena
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barked and made another attack, it 8:45 Polloy 7 HiG-1%58 took off at short
intervals and assembled in & formatiou of 4 and another formation of 3.
During the night, take-offs and landings were made.

2h Julve Between $:40 a.m. and 7 a.mm,, porachutists Jumped from Fee? planes.
There was a closed celling but it cleared up to 4/10 during the ecurse

of the day. Between 8:20 aom. and 4 por., there was air activity by swept-back
Jet fighters which flsw ind‘vidually and in groups of twos. The aireraft made
highealtitude flights and ecireled the field widely., In the evening, a Id=R
ropeatedly flew over Beshlin and released parschutists, /After Pollo, Ewo
MiG=15 or U-}4G-25s with set position lights practiced firing at a sleeve
target towed by a Te-2 with all lights extipgudshed. When the Pew2 rsached
the area just northwest of the airfield, a searchiight located in the
rortbhern seetion of the field flashed wp and searched for the sleeve target
beling towsd by the Fe=R. The lime of the Pew? to the targst was about 129
maters dong. The ¥wo swepl=back jet fighters individuslly attacked the sleeve
and fired two short bursts. Subsequently, they flew through the beams of the
searchlight. Source could not determize how many attacks werc made by each
MiG-1%,

" g2.3uly, Betwean 6 a.r, and 8 a.m., parachuticts leaped over Bechlin. Betweem

7:30 asm, and 5 oo, FiG-15s flying individvally snd in elements of twes )
attacked sleeve targetr towed by Fe-2s3, The degree of cloudiness chan ed from
2/10 to 9/40. The ¥iG=13s flying higher than the towing plane attacked from the
right af$, at an angle of 40 to 50 degrces to the direction of the towing plene
and an angle of slope of abouts 30 degrees, After the first attack, they elinbed
%o the right and subsequently rade another attaek in the beforc described mapiere

Fach MiG-1% made two attacks, Throughout the day, Poe2s

rade takeeoffs and landinss on leurup) in airiield anc on ThE Tancing fielo

at Bechling

25x1 | | Eetween 6:30 p.m, and 7:.C Policp parachute Jumps were apalin made

25X1

25X1

25X1

over Dechlin and after 9 p.m. local individual flichts were mades
23 July, Throughout the day, high-sltitude flirhis were made by MiG=15s,
[ ‘ ~which flew in formaticns of two
and threec. There was a elosed ceiling and a scsttered cloud base later. Potween -
6 a.m, and 7 a.m., a Po-2 dropped four parachutists over Fechlin. wffer 9 pobis,
Po~2s mace loeal flights which were s4ill going on at 1G:4C Pelio
24 _Jduly, Between 6 a.m, and 7 Bellay purach te Jumps were maie from Li-Rs ovor
Baghlin, Therc was a 6/10 to 8/1C evereast. Throughout the day, swepi~-back jet
fighters practiced flying in edements of twos. From &: 30 poiie until after
midnight, there were firing practicos at sleeve taryets which were towed by
Fa=2g.
23 Aulyo After 9:45 2.mo, high-altitude flizhts were r ade by aireraft
inents of twos. There were no clouds.
During the morring, teke-offs and landings wer: made ULy

To=cg, AAT aCtlvity was discontinued ot about 12:3C pow.

26 July, No air activity wes observed at the field. There was & 5/10 overcast.,
27.July. At 5 8.Ma, 2 formation of 4 FiG-15s took off, There was a /10 overcast
and light rain. At 5:03 a.m., 6 NiG=1%s took off and as-embled to two flights,
later, the two flights forred & squadrom wedge formation with the other 4 MiG-15g .
After about 10 minutes, the formation of If planes landed between 5:15 a.m, and
5:19 a.m. Take-offs werc made by 10 irdividual MiG-15s at 5:22 a.m. and enother
10 ¥iG-15s at 5:37 a.m. The 20 planes practiced formetion flying with the

second squadron V foymation, fly'ng aft of the first squadron V formation =t an
interval of 3 to 4 minubes. At 4230 pom., source observed Trom the Wittstocker.
bighway that 27 MiG-15 or U-Mif-15s, 2 Peels, 2 Li=Rs; 3 Yakelis, and 3 Fo-2s
wer: parked at the ficld. Between :73C Pomts and 733C poti., parachute jumps wers
mede from Li-2s over Bechlin. *fter 8: 3¢ Poloy firing at sleeve targets which,
this pight; were beinZ towed by swert-back jet fighter- were made with
gsearchlights in operation. . R
28 July, Between 6:25 a.mo and 6:30 peu., there was a 4410 %o 6f1C overcast and

‘adr activity by aircraft, fly nz in formations of 2e and 3s. There were nlse

local flights and firing at sleeve targets being towed by swept<back jet
fighters. Tach towing airereft semained aloft for attacks by three indivijiual
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MiG-358y The target plane released the sleeve over the field after esmch
attack and then would break out another sleeve target for the next attecker.
After 9 pom., firing at sleeve targets which were again being towed by
suept~back jet Cighters was practiced with searchlights in operation.

29 Juky, Betwson 8:30 a.m. ond 6:30 p.m., MiG-1§s flying at an altitvde

of about 2,500 meters attacked a sleeve target being towed by a swept-back
Jet fighter, The attacking alrcraft fired 2 bursts each and then elimbed at
an angle of 15 %o 20 degrees. This time, the attacks were made from the
rear below, The target-Gow airoraft was attacked by two MiG-15s in
suecesalon, After esch attack, the sleeve target was dropped. A total of

2% Mit-1% or g-MiG-lsz, 2 Po-2p; 2 Li-Rs, 4 Yak-1ls, end 6 Po-23 were counted
at the field.

9. Onm 28 July, 3 medium AA guns were observed emplaced in the southern section of
the f£ield, southenst of the flight contreol station. Another AA gun wee belng
25X1 .
pat into place,

| | 3l. Om the evening of 2l July, parachute jumps were made over Bechlism frem twin-
: engine elrereft having double der ags ies. Une Li-2 was also observed
25X1 gloft. 4 trueck an’ ambulance were observed on the training area,
- After B:45 p.m., swept-back ,;ei i;g;ers aitacked toved sleeve tarrets which
25X1 ware 31luninated by searcehlights,

25X1 1. :L Compent. The departure frem Newruppin of perseomnel cf the Twenty-Fourth
Air Agmy who had been transported to Neuruppin from other airfields had been
reported severnl times. The troops probsebly are to return to the USSR,

25X1

2a Comuent, This accident is reported for the first time.

3- Cowient, As at other fighter airfields,,' firing at towed sleeve targets
25X1 in the heams of searchlights is being intensively practiced also at Neuruppin

airfield, The information that Pe-28 were uned s towing plenss at night has
ot been recelved from other airfields. Noteworthy is the formation fiight on
25X1 27 July 1953, Adreraft is repcrted for the first %ime from Bist Germany.

The meaning of the| rudder assembly on the UsMiG-1% has not been determined,
It is belleved possible thst the plane has been asasigned a special mission.
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